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Of course that is the theme song from the Broadway musical Annie.

It was written by Charles Strouse and a man named Martin Charnin wrote the lyrics to this very well-known tune. 

There is this kind of optimism built into this song that seems silly given the character of Annie.

When asked about writing the lyrics and music for this song, Strouse talked about their desire to help Annie be a character whose optimism transcended her circumstances. 

They wanted her to be a type of hopeless romantic who, despite the fact that her parents had abandoned her, that they had not returned, despite the fact that she is stuck in this terrible orphanage where this woman is making bathtub booze, and whether it’s Carol Burnett or Cameron Diaz, depending on your generation, she’s stuck in this awful situation that there seems to be no hope of getting out of.

They wanted to infuse optimism into her character. The question you probably should be asking yourself is why in the world I’m using this as an introduction to a sermon on the Holy Spirit. Well…I’m glad you asked.



The reason why I wanted to use “Tomorrow” as the illustration introducing the Holy Spirit is with this optimism and with the orphan Annie is because the Holy Spirit’s role could be best understood as ransoming us from the type of spiritual orphans we are and bringing us into a home where there is deep and abiding optimism that transcends our circumstances.

This s what the Holy Spirit of God does. When we talk about “I Believe in the Holy Spirit,” we’re going to get much more robust understanding of the Holy Spirit than just the bringer of the certain gifts. 

With that said, for 8 weeks now, we have read the Apostles’ Creed together. So let’s read it again this morning.

“I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of the Father Almighty, from whence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of the saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.”

If you would, please turn in your Bibles to John chapter 14. The phrase we are on this week is of course “I Believe in the Holy Spirit.” 

There are a lot of different texts we could go to in the Scriptures that teach us about who the Holy Spirit is and what the Holy Spirit does. 

The one I want to focus on this morning is one where Jesus is teaching us about the Holy Spirit, John 14, starting in verse 18.

Here Jesus says to His disciples: “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.”

Ok, what is happening is they are close to the cross, so Jesus is telling his disciples, “I’m going to die. I’m going to be raised from the dead. I’m going to ascend into heaven, and I will not be here in physical form anymore, but I will still be here.”

You can see how that’s confusing can’t you? “You’re not going to see me. You will see me. No one else will see me. I’ll be here, but I won’t be here.” 

“20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest [show] myself to him.” 

22 Judas (not Iscariot) I love that that part is in there.

“If you’re going to put my name in there, make sure they know it’s not the Iscariot guy. I’m not that Judas. I’m another Judas. Make sure that’s in the text please. I don’t want to be known as that guy.” 

“Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?”

You see, he is confused. “Wait. You’re saying you’re going to show yourself to us, but the world won’t be able to see you even though we will be able to see you? How is this going to work?”

Let’s pick up in verse 23: “Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. 
And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe.”

In Charles Dickens’s story Oliver Twist, Oliver’s mother dies in childbirth and he is orphaned almost from the moment he’s born.

He is placed in this orphanage that is cruel and awful. Probably one of the most well-known scenes in Oliver Twist is when he draws the short straw, and he has to go ask for more food. 

They were wildly malnourished. He comes up and asks for more gruel. The audacity of this orphan boy asking for more food has the taskmaster of that orphanage put him into what was called an apprenticeship, which was really hard child labor.

This was actually written as a social commentary against the practice of the day of using orphan children for hard labor. 

Oliver is now part of this apprenticeship that is a very cruel apprenticeship. He is abused. He is worked long. He is not fed well. 

He is beaten by one of the other boys who is a little bit older than him, and the taskmaster’s wife beats him also. Then the taskmaster beats him. 
You have this pivotal scene in Oliver Twist where, weeping in his bed, he decides he’s going to fix his life, and he’s going to escape.

His plan is, “I’m going to escape and go to London.” So he escapes, and he runs to London, and he runs into this little crew of boys who are fun to hang out with. 

They are funny. They laugh, and they start to tell Oliver of this man who takes care of them, of this man who provides for them, of this man who loves them and is for them. 

His name is Fagin. Oliver is introduced to Fagin, yet Oliver’s best attempts at digging himself out of the hole he was born into serve only to deepen the hole.

Fagin was a type of kingpin mobster who used little boys as pickpockets and thieves in order to rob and steal in and around London. 

The more Oliver tried to fix his life, the more his life was broken. 

Although it’s going to end in a kind of romanticized idealism, Oliver’s story is him trying to get himself out of the jam he’s in. Every time he takes a step toward fixing what’s wrong, things only get worse.

I would like to suggest that each of us find in Oliver Twist a kind of mirror of our own lives. 

The more we try to get out of this angst we feel, the more we try to dig ourselves out of the hole we’re in, the messier our lives tend to get. 

I want to try to speak tenderly and gently into the reality that your best effort is just not good enough. 

It’s true. Your best effort is not good enough. 

But the truth is, there is a real sweet peace that comes when we finally understanding that it’s not. 

See, so much of the stress and overwhelming weight you carry around lays on the belief that your best will be good enough, and if you just tried harder and did it better, it would fix things.

It’s why the first verse of this text is so profound.

 Let’s look at it, verse 18. This is Jesus speaking. “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you [Christian] will see me. Because I live, you also will live.

The solution of our best not being good enough in all these different areas is solved in the adopting work of the Holy Spirit via the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

We have now been rescued and ransomed, pulled out of this cosmic orphanage and brought into the family of God. 

That’s what we see happening next in verse 20. Look at this. “In that day you will know” What!? “that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.

Here’s what Jesus is describing. “I’m not going to leave you as an orphan. I will come to you.” 

The things we have thought on earlier in this series, of our salvation, of the Holy Spirit opening our eyes to belief, and Christ not leaving us orphaned but coming to us and bringing us into that dance of the Godhead. 

As we’ve talked about the Trinity throughout the Apostles’ Creed, we’ve talked about the reality of the Godhead being this kind of cosmic dance, this overflow of perfection and joy and gratitude and gladness.

We have not been invited into the Trinity but rather into the family of God where the overflow of the joy and peace and grace of the Trinity is experienced in the heart of the believer. 

We’ve been brought into the family. If you think about it, being a son or daughter of God, being adopted into the family of God becomes an identity marker that nothing and no one can take from me. 

Everything else can be taken from me but that. My health, my ministry, my wife, my home; all of it can be taken from me. 

Every identity marker I have can be taken from me because I’m not all-powerful. I’m not all-knowing. I’m not everywhere at once. I live in a broken, Genesis 3, world just like everybody else. 

Being called into the household of faith, being called as a son or daughter of God means I have this one thing nobody can’t touch. 

No matter what happens, it doesn’t change. I am loved, provided for, saved, and ransomed by God. I am a son of God, adopted into the household of faith. 

That can never be taken from me, no matter what! If I get sick, it’s still true. If I die, it’s still true. If I’m broke, it’s still true. If no one likes me, it’s still true. It’s the one thing that no one and nothing can take from me.

It is my primary identity, and out of it flows who I am and how I operate and how I perceive the world around me. 

This is what the Spirit of God does, ransoms us out of being spiritual orphans, pulls us into the household of faith, and gives us a marker of being known, loved, provided for, cared for, and pursued. 

Then look what happens next. Verse 21: “Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest [show] yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him…”

I have this underlined in my Bible. “…and we will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.” 

What I want you to notice about what happens is that we were orphaned. Then we were pulled into the household of faith. Then we begin to look like the family.

We begin to take on the traits of the family that we’ve been invited into.

Obedience, as we see it in the Bible, is driven by love. We’re not obedient in order to be loved, but we are loved, and we understand love, and that love drives obedience. 

If you were paying attention to this text, Jesus is simply saying, “If you love me, you will be obedient. Where there is obedience, you can see you love me. Where you aren’t in obedience, you can see you don’t really love me.”

We can see the primary driver of the Christian life is not just discipline. It’s not just self-death. Rather, it’s love and delight. 

Don’t think that this means that, “Love then means there is no discipline, no self-sacrifice,” 

I would just argue that the higher the love, the greater the capacity for self-sacrifice, for suffering, and ultimately for discipline. 

The more you love something, the more disciplined you’ll be toward that thing!

If you’re a hunter, if you love to hunt, that involves some discipline and some self-sacrifice, right? To get up at 3:00 a.m. and cover yourself in deer urine and then go outside when it’s -10 degrees to sit in an unheated blind…

Ultimately, you love it. Fishing, or whatever the hobby. You love it. 

Because you love it, you’re disciplined about it, and you’re willing to lay down personal preference.

The more we love something, the more apt we are to be disciplined and to self-sacrifice. 

When I’m talking about obedience being driven by love, don’t hear that there’s no discipline; no turning away from evil there. 

This little sentence, “I will make my home with him,” is a beautiful sentence as we consider that love drives obedience.

God is in our home, and this is a sweet mercy. In my own heart, God continues to open doors I didn’t even know were there. Have you experienced this yet? 

You feel like you’re in a great spot with the Lord, that you’ve grown. If someone were to ask you, “What are you currently struggling with?” Your answer would be, “Nothing. I’m doing great.”
Then the Holy Spirit knocks on the door of your heart, “Hey, do you know what is behind this door?” 

There is all this other stuff you didn’t even know was there. There are deeper places the Spirit wants to take us. There are more things he wants to show to us, and the Holy Spirit opens the door because he has made his home with us. 

Then to fuel our adoration, we see these next few verses. Check it there in verse 25.

John 14:25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. 

Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe.”

What we have in this back part of John 14 about the Holy Spirit is how the Holy Spirit informs and stirs up adoration that drives our obedience. 

We see right out of the gate these two things that the Holy Spirit does. 

Look back in verse 26. “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”

The Holy Spirit does these two things. First, he teaches us more about Jesus. He does that primarily through the Word of God, but not only through the Word of God. 

The Holy Spirit will dial us in to the simple beauties of creation, types of impressions on our hearts, never that stand in contrast to the Bible but actually lead us to a better understanding of obedience to the Bible.

If someone were to come up to me and say, “I just feel like the Holy Spirit has laid this on my heart,” and ran straight contrary to the Word of God, then I’m not going to believe that the Holy Spirit told you that. 

Either the Holy Spirit or you are mistaken. I’m going to always err on the side of it being you just for safe bets. 

In the end, the Holy Spirit begins to teach us. The Holy Spirit is crazy about Jesus. The Holy Spirit is always talking about Jesus, always pointing to Jesus, always making much of Jesus, always trying to get you to see another part of Jesus.

“Hey, look at Jesus. Check out Jesus. Jesus is amazing. Look at how amazing Jesus is. Watch Jesus do this. Jesus is amazing. 
Hey, have you considered this about Jesus? Watch how Jesus interacts with Zacchaeus the wee little man. How amazing is that? 

The Holy Spirit will teach us about Jesus, which should stir adoration that drives obedience. 

The second thing the Holy Spirit going to do is remind us. Regardless of the time in human history you want to look at, the people of God are prone to forget the faithfulness of God yesterday and simply complain about what they don’t have today.


The people of God are prone to forget the faithfulness of God yesterday and instead sit in a type of complaining posture about what they don’t have today and what God hasn’t done and how they can’t really trust him despite all of this evidence of his faithfulness. 

The Holy Spirit is going to teach, and the Holy Spirit is also going to remind.

On top of that, you get not only this learning and remembering, but look at verse 27. “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

Jesus is saying, “There’s a type of peace I’m going to send in the Holy Spirit that is different than the type of peace the world tries to offer you.”

What is the difference between the peace that Christ brings and the peace the world brings? To simplify it, the peace the world tries to bring isn’t built in reality. What I mean by that is the world can’t keep its promises for us to actually walk in peace.

See, the peace of the world says you are God and you are good enough at your best to make happen whatever it is you want to make happen. 

The peace of the world is, “Hey, you can do this. You’ve got this. Work harder at your marriage, and it’ll work. Work harder on your children, and it’ll work. Get yourself in the right situation.” 

All of the pressure of success falls on us, and it makes us a neurotic, anxious, fearful people.

But Jesus says, “That’s not how I’m going to work. I’m going to step into the space where you know your best isn’t good enough, and I’m going to let you melt into knowing that you’re not but that I am.” 
The peace Jesus brings is this odd kind of peace that lets me embrace that my best will not be good enough. No longer will that cause anxiety in me; it will cause rest in me. I’m just going to rejoice in that thought.

When it comes across my mind, “You don’t measure up,” I don’t want to argue with that sentence. It’s a good one, so I’ll just agree. 

Let the Devil just keep whispering that to me. It makes me stronger. “You don’t measure up.” You’re right. I don’t. I’m so glad Jesus does. 

See, peace starts to reign. It replaces the frenzied, “I have to do. I have to make it look right. I have to pretend. I have to own more. I have to have.” 

I just get to breathe, melt, and find all that to be the foolishness it is. I don’t measure up. My best isn’t good enough. Let me show you why that should bring peace. 

Parents, did anybody blow it this week? I’m not saying you ruined your kid for life, but you just kind of said some things, snapped pretty quickly. 

Married couples, have you blown it this week, said some things you wish you wouldn’t have, didn’t say some things you probably should have? 

Singles, at work, with roommates and other relationships, issues this week? Okay. 

What I want you to see is that we universally aren’t very good. Here’s what we can do. We can be frenetic about this, go, “Oh, my gosh,” and start to fix everything. We can do that.

We can give ourselves over to that frantic, impossible pursuit of our best being enough, or, friends, we can melt and know we’re not and know that he is able and rest in his ability over our inability. 

I’m telling you, so much of the anxiety and overwhelmed angst you feel is rooted in a belief that your best will eventually be good enough. 

It will never be good enough, but don’t let that bother your heart; let it melt your heart. This is the peace Jesus brings.

Ok, now what about our grid?

Let’s start with symmetry. For some the Holy Spirit’s only, or at least primary purpose is to doll out spiritual gifts. Particularly if you are from a church background where sign gifts like speaking in tongues is emphasized.

Others church traditions barely even mention the third person of the Trinity. Because of the teaching held by some Christians concerning the ministry of the Holy Spirit they shy away from Him all together.

But we cut ourselves off from the fullness of the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit if we fail to see the fullness of who and what the Spirit does.

This leads us to clarity. The Spirit is involved in our salvation in that it is the Spirit who opens our eyes to see Jesus, opens our hearts to put our faith in the cross, baptizes and seals us into the family of God.

But there is the ongoing ministry of the Spirit it teach and guide us into all godliness. The Spirit is active in our progressive sanctification.

The Spirit comforts us and corrects us. The Spirt leads in the path God has for us and equips us for that work.

Without the Spirit we would have no community. It is the Spirit who unites us together. If you have been called by God to be a part of this local church body than the Spirit has given to you purpose, a part to play in the ministry here. 

The Spirit equips and gives to each of us spiritual gifts and when we, each use our individual gifts together, we, as the body of Christ, can do all that God calls us to do. Which will be way more than any of us could ever dream.

The Spirit is active in our service, our worship and our prayers. When there is discord the Spirit brings harmony and peace.

Finally what about counsel. If we are trying to be godly and live rightly in our own efforts we are doomed to fail. 

We just can’t do it on our own. We couldn’t save ourselves neither can we sanctify ourselves. 

It is the power of the Spirit of God, working in us and on us that brings about this ongoing transformation.

But here is the thing we cannot miss. The Spirit of God will not do it without us! We have to participate with and be obedient to the leading of the Spirit.

The Spirit of God will not remove from us what He wants us to grow through.

Listen. The Holy Spirit is the illuminator of the Scriptures. He’s the opener of hearts. He’s the bringer of the heat of love toward Jesus Christ. That love compels us into obedience, and it is the Holy Spirit of God sealed upon the hearts of believers that holds us fast for the rest of our lives.
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Let’s pray.


Benediction 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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